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The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal Not Divisive — 


Some earnest people have questioned the mo- 
tives of the founders of The Southern Presbyte- 
rian Journal and have voiced the fear that its pub- 
lication will be productive of discord and disunity. 
It is interesting to note that the fear of a divided 
church usually emanates from one general source 
and is expressed by those who have their own 
ideas of what the Southern Presbyterian Church 
should be and do. | : 

Is The Southern Presbyterian Journal to be con- 
demned because of the conviction that a church 
which for eighty years has served the people of 
the South in friendly and helpful co-operation 
with other Christian bodies, that has a confession 
of faith to which all of its members can subscribe, 
with a record of missionary achievement probably 
not surpassed by any other church, has demon- 
strated its right to continue its life and work as a 
denomination. The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
is persuaded that this is the desire of the vast ma- 
jority- of the members of the Southern Presbyte- 
rian Church who love and support its work and 
institutions. 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal makes no 
claim to any official connection with any court or 
agency of the church, and that there may be no 
misunderstanding let it be said that The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal is not concerned with any 
particular doctrine or interpretation of the Scrip- 


‘tures. It is neither a-millennial, pre-millennial, or 


post-millennial. The particular views of any 
writer on any of these questions are individual 
and not representative. The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal accepts without any reservation the stan- 
dards of the Southern Presbyterian Church con- 
tained in the Confession of Faith and the Cate- 
chisms. It understands that these standards—to 
which the ministers and elders of the Southern 
Presbyterian Church have subscribed—teach the 
full inspiration of the Scriptures of the Old and 


New Testament; the virgin ‘birth of Christ, the 
eternal Son of God; His substitutionary Atone- 


ment; His bodily Resurrection from the dead; His | 


ascension into Heaven; and that this same Christ 
is coming again to judge the quick and the dead. 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal believes that 
the mission of the Church is spiritual and re- 
demptive, and that it should not be used to pro- 
mote the political, economic and social teachings 


of any group, or extra-church organization, on 


which Christian men have a right to differ, and 
which are outside the church’s responsibility as 
an evangelizing agency. 
If this declaration of faith and of purpose is 
divisive, then all who love the Southern Presby- 
terian Church and support its world-wide Chris- 
tian missionary program are divisive. To this uni- 
fying and constructive ministry The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal is dedicated, and for this 
high purpose it makes its appeal for we 


The “Gripsholm” Arrives 


When the liner, “Gripsholm,” docked in New 
York, early on the morning of. August 25, Chris- 
tian people in America thanked God for the safe 
arrival of friends and loved ones, men and women 
who had willingly faced the dangers and suffer- 
ings entailed in time of war that they might avail 
themselves of every possible opportunity for ful- 
filling Christ’s command to* preach the Gospel to 
every creature. 3 

On this boat were forty representatives of our 
Southern Presbyterian Church, thirty-six mission- 
aries and four children. That they all returned 
home in safety is but one of the many evidences 


of the power of prayer, and of God’s restraining 


and protecting hand. These men and women came 
from Japan, Korea and China. Some had suffered 
cruel indignities at the hands of the Japanese, Dr. 
Harry Myers being of that number. Others had 
been considerately treated. All had stories to tell 
of God’s grace, of His provision and of His near- 


ness during the anxious and difficult months since : 
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Pearl Harbor. Some were permitted a reasonable 
amount of baggage, others had only a few suit 
cases containing all their worldly possessions. 


From Korea come tales of continued repression 


- of the Christian Church, but also of the strong 


undercurrent Christian movement and of the stal- 
wart faith of Christians. One missionary express- 
ed the belief that in the near future real Chris- 
tian services will have to be held in secret as in 
the. early Church. Refusal to permit day services 
and lack of lights at night have driven the Chris- 
tian to real prayer meetings and these meetings 


are bringing joy, peace and power to the Chris- 


tians. Will it become necessary for suffering re- 


pression and sorrow to come to our own Church 


before we get back to prayer meetings? 


From China we hear of Japanese authorities re- 
quiring the churches to form regional groups; of 
pastors and Bible women forced to attend meet- 
ings to “change their thinking.” These are ominous 
signs but no man or government has yet succeeded 
in stamping out vital Christianity and the aims of 
the Japanese are doomed. 


Soul-stirring stories were told of the fortitude 
and determination of Chinese Christian leaders to 
carry on at any cost. One missionary told of un- 
expectedly entering the library in one of our hos- 
pitals to find the Chinese doctors on their knees 


praying for God’s guidance and help as they under- 


took responsibilities and dangers they elected to 
assume in the hope of carrying on the professional 
and evangelistic work of one of our largest insti- 
tutions. 

Others told of the joy of knowing the entire 
Chinese Church is in a self-supporting basis, also 
of the almost unbelievable generosity of Chinese 


- friends, Christians and non-Christians. One mis- 


sionary had $14,000 handed him by Chinese who 


wished his work to go on. When he scanned the | 


names of those who had given this money he found 
most of them strangers to him. This same mis- 
sionary, the night before he left for Shanghai, had 
the sum of $700.00 given him by the deacons of 
the large city church with this accompanying 
statement: “We know you will need money in 
Shanghai and we know things are high. Use this; 
if it is not enough, write us that ‘the weather is 
dry in Shanghai’ and we will send more. If it is 


sufficient, just write, ‘There has been plenty of © 


rain here,’ and we will understand.” . 

Humorous incidents were not lacking. One told 
of an agitated Japanese doctor friend rushing into 
his home and with shaking limbs and voice say, 
“Tokyo has been bombed,’’ and when pressed for 
details, he said, “Te i tru, I heard it by radio 
from Tokyo, the Americans have bombed us.” 
Was there hatred or blame towards this mis- 
sionary? No, but increased respect. 


In one of our stations the Japanese took over 


the largest part of our hospital for a military hos- 
pital and left the smaller part for our doctor to 


continue his work. They demanded that at night 


the keys for drug, supply and other important 
rooms be turned over to the Japanese sentry. 
When our doctor demurred and told of possible 
emergencies in the night, the Japanese official 


Said, “Are there not two sets of keys?” When 


being told that this was the case, his reply was, 
“I am taking only one set.” 

At this same station a marine was brought to 
our hospital by the Naval Landing Party and our 
doctor asked to operate on him for appendicitis. 
He refused, said he was an “enemy alien” and 
death of the patient might be blamed on him. 


tenderness 


They insisted and wrote out a statement absolving 
our doctor from any possible blame. Then he said, 
“But you have your own military hospital right 
here in, the same compound, take him there.” The 
laconic reply was, ‘Yes, but we don’t trust them 
and we do trust you.” The appendix was removed, 
the marine got well, and grateful officials left a 
substantial gift for the hospital, 


Why did the Japanese send the missionaries 
home? Was it humanitarianism or pity? No. The 
influence of the Christian missionary is so great 
that the Japanese feared to let them stay, even 
with their movements and work restricted. To one 
of our missionaries a frank Japanese remarked: 
“Every man, woman and child in the city knows 
you. It is necessary for you to leave so we can 
erase you from their minds.” 


Men and institutions may be removed but the 
living Christ whose they are and whom they have 
so faithfully served, can never be erased from the 
hearts and minds of those who have taken Him as 
their own Saviour. ‘‘Surely the wrath of man shal 
praise thee: the remainder of wrath shalt thou 
restrain.”’ —L.N.B. 


? — 


~ When May We Expect 
RevivalP 


The following is an editorial which appeared in 
“The Central Presbyterian” in 1857—85 years 
ago. The complete fitness of this editorial for our 


—_ day is but an illustration of the fact that 

while 
change, the essential spiritual needs of men are 

oe the same and the solution is always the same. 


physical, social and political conditions 


—L.N.B. 
‘When May We Expect A Revival? 


_ 1. When ministers deeply feel and lament their — 
insufficiency for their work. : 


2.. When they diligently search the Scriptures 
that they may learn what is the mind of the 
Spirit—what they should preach, and how. 


3. When they earnestly pray for strength and 
guidance from above, under the firm conviction 
that they can do nothing of themselves. | 


4, When they have inexpressible longings after 
a greater conformity to the Spirit of the Gospel, 
= as to themselves and the members of their 
charge. 


5. When the burden of souls presses upon them; 
with a weight seemingly beyond endurance, and 
renders their intercessions at the throne of grace 
intense on their behalf. | 

6. When they mingle great fidelity with great 

if warning sinners to flee from the | 
wrath to come, and in urging upon Christians the 
duty of living near to Christ. 

7. When they are vigilant in seeking opportuni- 
- to commend the gospel both by word and 

eed. 

We may also expect a revival: 


1. When the other office-bearers of their church 
are ready to co-operate with the minister in spir- 
itual labours, warning, reproving, and exhorting 
with all long-suffering and doctrine. — 3 


2. When they fully realize what is meant by 
ruling well, and by being an example to the flock. 


| | 
| 
as. 2 
| | 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
New 
Chris- 
e safe 
omen 
suffer- | 
avail 
yr ful- 
spel to 
of our 
ission- 
urned 
ences | 
aining | 
came 
ffered 
se, Dr. 
s had 
o tell 
near- 


4 THE SOUTHERN whine JOURNAL 


Sept. 1942 


3. When they show their faith by their works— 
so speaking and acting and living, as to commend 
the gospel to others. 

4. When they shrink from no duty to which they 
are called in the providence of God, and when 
they look to Him for grace both to bear and do 
His will. 

We may also expect a revival: 


1. When the members of the church begin to be | 


sensible that they have not duly appreciated the 
privileges of their high calling, as the sons and 
daughters of the Lord Almighty. 
| 2. When this leads them to the renewal of their 
covenant vows—and when the closet is found the 
most appropriate place for this renewal—each one 
examining himself there, as well as’earnestly pray- 
ing for light and grace. 

3. When the sanctuary is their delight—when 
they enter into its devotions with earnestness and 
solemnity; and when they listen to the Word with 
self-application, and with earnest prayer.that it 
may be effectual for their edification, and for the 
furtherance of the gospel. 

4. When they feel their need of the Spirit’s pres- 
ence; and when with earnestness and faith and 


perseverance they supplicate the throne of grace — 


for this promised blessing. 

Let ministers and elders and aiehe ponder these 
answers to the question, When may we expect a 
revival? And if they desire it and will ask it, the 
fidelity of God is pledged to grant their request. 
For He has said, ‘‘Ask, and ye shall receive.’’ And 
for our encouragement He has assured us that He 
is “more ready to give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask him, than earthly parents are to give good 
gifts to their children.”’ 

—Central Presbyterian, 1857. 


We have had a number of requests to publish 
in pamphlet form for distribution to soldiers Dr. 
Robinson’ s “The Faith Of.A Soldier,” which ap- 
peared in the last issue of The Journal. This has 
been done. They may be secur by anyone de- 
siring them at 3c each, or te for 25c, or at 
$2.50 per hundred in quantities, postage paid, 
Stamps will be acceptable in small amounts. For 
larger quantities send either currency or checks to 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal Company, 
Weaverville, N. C. 


We have on hand about twenty-five copies of 
“What Is Christian Faith?” by William Childs 
Robinson, Th.D., D.D., Columbia Theological Sem- 
inary. Published by Zondervan Publishing House 
at $1.00. Dr. Robinson asks and answers the ques- 
tion raised in the title of his thoughtful and _ 
ful study in the following thesis: 

I. That Christian faith is not man-made con- 
jecture but a God-given certainty. 


II. That since its relation to God is of ses es- 
sence of Christian faith, any definition of faith 


which leaves God out, is inadequate and erron- 


eous. 
III. That Abraham is the exemplar of faith; 


hence, everyone professing faith ought to com- 


pare his faith with that of the father of the faith- 


ful, to ascertain whether’ it is of the type that 


makes for righteousness. 


We offer one copy of this book, postage paid, to 


anyone sending us in as many as ten subscrip- 
tions to The Southern Presbyterian Journal. If 
the supply is exhausted we will give an extra sub- 
scription to The Southern Presbyterian Journal. 


In the May issue of The Southern Presbyterian 
Journal we carried a poem entitled, “My Son,” 
written by the mother of one of the American 
boys who went down on the ill-fated submarine, 
the S-26, after a collision off Panama, January 
24, 1942. The old First Church from which this 
boy came held a memorial service for him on 
Easter Sunday. At that time his mother wrote the 
following lines as a kind of sequel to Son”: 


FAITH 


I could not bear the burden of my grief alone, 
For as a bird with shattered wing 
Beats against a wall of stone 
And fails to find its way, 
So would I, lost in realms of darkest night 
And wandering through the labyrinths 
Of deep despair and doubt, 
Fail to see the day. 
But God has given me a guiding Light, 
A star called Faith, 
“That substance of things hoped for, 
That evidence of things not seen.” 
And now within me peace and joy are born, 
For some day there shall come a 
Resurrection morn! 
And I shall see again and know my son. 


Daily Vacation Bible School 


Miami, Fla., Aug. 17.—The Shenandoah Pres- 
-byterian Church, of Miami, Fla., has just finished 


a Daily Vacation Bible School ‘under the leader- 
ship of its Minister of Religious Education, Rev. 


Alfred L. Bixler. There were 274 enrolled in this — 
school, and the average attendance was around 
190. It is interesting to note that there were 15 


adults registered in this school who attended ses- 
sions for three weeks, and studied Missions, Bible 
and Church History. These courses were taught by 
Mrs. H. H. Munroe of Japan, Rev. Alfred L. Bix- 
ler and Rev. Daniel Iverson respectively. 

The Shorter Catechism was also taught. Four 
completed the study of the ye and have 
received their Bibles: Mrs. W. Payton, Miss 
Ruth Kolthoff, Miss Lila Ponder, and Miss Jane 
Reynolds. There are several more that have com- 


pleted the study of the Catechism recently, not - 
being able to finish it before the three weeks 


school was out. 


Our Daily Vacation Bible School had a faculty 


of about thirty. 

The Shenandoah Church now has 87 men in the 
service of our country, serving in the arme 
forces throughout the world from Alaska to Aus- 
tralia, several participating in the Battle of the 
Solomon Islands. Inside of thirty days there will 
be about 100 in the service from this church, 
which is about one-tenth of its active membership. 
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“ The Agitation For Church Union Wiser 


By Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D.* | 


There are many individuals, periodicals, and 
organizations that consider church union as the 
chief end of all Christian effort. All who dare to 
differ with this opinion are characterized as re- 
actionaries, and obstructionists and charged with 
the sin of acting contrary to. the will of Christ. 
When asked why church union is so necessary 
the answer usually given is that “The world 
may believe.” | 

If it is true that the world waits on the union 
of churches before believing in Christ, then Chris- 
tians would do well to give heed to this demand. 
But the inescapable fact is that the world is con- 


cerned with something more vital and far deeper 


than that the various Christian denominations 
bear the same label and be governed by the same 
ecclesiastical order. The demand of the world is 
that those who bear Christ’s name live the Chris- 
tian life. When this is done the world will have 
the answer to it’s demand. 

There is perhaps no Scripture to which greater 
violence has been done than Christ’s intercessary 
prayer. Christ did not pray for uniformity in 
organization, but for unity of spirit. This is the 
only sane exegesis possible. “By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples.” The “unity of the 
spirit in the bond of peace” was the theme of 
Paul’s preaching and the burden of his prayers. 
If no two persons and no two works of God’s 
creation are identical, why should anyone con- 


clude that Christ intended that the Church, to | 


be founded by His disciples and to include all 
races and classes and persons of varying minds 
and temperments, shall be in one form and not 


‘permit varieties of organizations agreeable to 


those who compose the church? Let us be real- 
istic and practical in our thinking! 


Our Southern Presbyterian Book of Church 


Order, which all ministers and officers in our 
church have subscribed to, recognizes the right 


of believers to organize in separate communions 


of differing form and order by declaring that 
the visible unity of Christ’s Church is not de- 
stroyed by it’s divisions into different denomi- 
nations of professing Christians. Is our Book 
of Church Order Wrong? Should this right be 


abolished? Should this freedom be abrogated? 
In formal union of churches into one organi- — 


zation is the answer to Christ’s prayer, it means 
all churches that bear His: name and not only 


two of them, or a few of them. It must be a. 


union that is complete and not partial. If this 
result is not possible of accomplishment, the 
clamor for church union is not the demand of 
Christ, and local unions are creations of indi- 
viduals who are urging their own opinions. Let 
us be consistent and logical in this matter! 


It is a matter of record that as a rule, church 
unions promoted by pressure do not insure Chris- 
tian unity anymore than “shot-gun marriages’ 
result in domestic felicity. The Presbytery-Cumber- 
land union, forced on a smaller group by de- 
termined leaders and hearalded as a great spiritual 
achievement, may have enriched the stronger body, 


but left an embittered remnant of Cumberland 


Presbyterians to struggle on without resources or 
equipment. The union of churches: in Canada, 
which has been exploited as an example for the 
churches of all lands to follow, did not reduce the 


number of denominations, but left a weakened 
Presbyterian Church to carry on the Presbyterian 
tradition in that great country. The recent union 
of the two Methodist Churches is said to have 
created more problems than it solved. An article 
in The Southern Methodist Layman shows how 
this union has been disappointing numerically. 
Here is it’s statement: “A million and one-half 
loss in membership since the forced union was ac- 
complished.” There remain scores of former 
Methodist congregations that consider Christian 
conviction worth contending for. Alexander Camp- 
bell was the forerunner of the modern agitators 
for union. He decided he would start a church to 
unify American Christianity. What was the result? 
He caused more division than any man in the 
history of Christianity in America. Instead of 
uniting all churches into one, he added three more 
to the list. Church union does not always make for > 
the unity for which Christ prayed, and unity of 
spirit is more to be desired than a formal union 
of organizations with internal divisions. Let us 
listen to History! “You can’t put a fool’s cap on 
History.”’ 

There are many tests of a church’s right to live, | 


but one is sufficient. When a church is carrying 


on it’s work of evangelism, education, church ex- 
tension at home and in the foreign field in friendly 
cooperation with alk other denominations engaged 
in a similar Christian service, and increases it’s 
membership, it’s missionary and benevolent giving 
year after year, and has a stream of young men 
and women offering themselves for the ministry 
and for Christian service; that church has the 
blessing of Christ. Although we humbly confess 
that there are many, many defects in our South- 
ern Presbyterian Church, and that she is “not 
without spot or wrinkle’, still we believe that 
Christ has used her, and is using her as His witness 
in our nation. } 

It will be the duty of the organic union advocates 
to prove that the Southern Presbyterian Church, 
which labors in friendly relations with all churches, 
united and harmonious within it’s own fellowship, 
at the very forefront of the Christian denomina- 
tions of the United States and Canada in it’s 
benevolent giving, making distinct progress in it’s 
evangelistic and missionary work, would be helped - 
in any way by union with the U.S.A. Church, 
whose own unity by the testimony of it’s own 
leaders, is threatened by internal dissensions, (read 
the “Presbyterian Conflict” by G. H. Rian, for 
confirmation) and whose per capita benevolent 
gift is much less than our own. In view of the 
facts as they are, and not as they are made to 
appear, what would be the advantage to the King- 
dom. of God in the Southern States, wherein the 
Southern Presbyterian Church labors, of a union 
with the U.S.A. Church? This is a question to which 
the pastors, the elders and the members of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church will require an 
answer before accepting any plan of union that 
will destroy it’s life, it’s work, and it’s testimony. 

To allay the anxieties and fears of many earnest 


people, the Assembly’s Committee on Cooperation 


and Union has intimated to the Church that the 
form of union that will be proposed will be a 
union that is not really a union, in that the Presby- 
teries will have a larger power. But they have not. 
said that the powers to be given the Presbyteries 
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will be only in minor matters of administration, 
and that all essential powers concerning doctrine 
and government will be in the General Assembly, 
where they must be placed. This burning issue 
should be clarified at once. 


We express the hope that the Committee on Co- 


operation and Union will tell the laity of the 
Church frankly what organic union with the North- 
ern Presbyterian Church means. The Southern 
Presbyterian Church is not entirely an institution 
of preachers. The elders and deacons, the men 


and the women have a larger interest. It is their 


gifts that have built our houses of worship, en- 
dowed our colleges and theological seminaries, and 
that sustain the missionary causes at home and in 
the foreign field. The 550,000 Southern Presby- 
terians who love their church and revere it’s 
glorious history will want to know why it should 


be asked to die, that another church may become. 


strong. This question cannot be quenched. 

Also when the report of the Committee on 
Cooperation and Union comes before the Assembly, 
it is hoped that no attempt will be made by either 
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side to limit debate, as is so often done, but that 
ample time will be allowed for a full discussion 
of that which involves the very existence of the 
Southern Presbyterian Church. Let the Church 
have the facts, and the Church can make it’s 
decision. The machine politics engineered at our 
recent Assembly at Knoxville limiting debate to 
five minutes per speaker, was reprehensible, and 
violated the Christian spirit that should prevail 
in a deliberative body of Christ. I have been told 
that Dr. Wm. S. Plummer, the moderator of our 
General Assembly in 1871, frequently said, “In 
the inscrutible. wisdom of God, He occasionally 
permits the General Assembly to make an ‘ass out 
of itself.”’” Our own standards teach that the 
General Assembly ‘‘may err, and many have 
erred.” It is to be hoped that future General As- 
semblies will be wiser and more Christian and keep 
honest discussion unfettered. 


*Pastor of the First Presbyterian Church, Alex- 
andria, La. 


The Home Mission Emergency Fund Campaign 


By Rev. c. H. Pritchard, D.D.* 


What? 


A campaign to raise $320,000—of which $250,- 
000 is to be over and above the regular Home 
Mission contributions, “for investment in addi- 


tional workers and equipment to meet the ‘imme- | 


diate emergency demands of our denominational 
Home Mission enterprise and to undergird the 
whole work of our Church,” and $70,000 (the ave- 
rage Home Mission Week self-denial offering for 
the past two years) to safeguard the income of 
the Assembly’s Home Mission Committee. 

Why? 

Because of the unprecedented Home Mission 
opportunities resulting from rapidly shifting pop- 
ulations, cities springing up like mushrooms, mu- 
nitions and airplane factories being built as if by 
magic, which appeai for aid far beyond the re- 
sources of the agencies represented. 


When? 


* The Home Mission season—October 4 through 
November 8, 1942. 


Where? 
In every Church in the General Assembly. 
Who? . 


The Emergency Fund Campaign is being con- 
ducted by the Assembly’s Home Mission Council 
through the existing Home Mission agencies of 
Presbytery, Synod and Assembly. Dr. R. D. Bed- 


inger, Chairman of the Council, has been elected 


| 


Campaign Director. Each Home Mission Committee 
of Synod and Presbytery has been asked to en- 


large its membership for the vigorous prosecution 
of this campaign within its bounds by the inclv- 
sion of the Secretaries of Assembly’s Home Mis- 
sions and Synod’s and Presbytery’s Home Missions 
in the Woman’s Auxiliary of the Synod and Pres- 
bytery respectively. In each local church the Cam- 
paign Committee should include in addition to the 
Pastor as Chairman: The Secretary of Assembly’s 
Home Missions and the Secretary of Synod’s and 
Presbytery’s Home Missiops of the Woman’s Aux- 
iliary; the Superintendent of the Sunday School; 
the Young People’s Chairman of Home Missions; 
as well as certain key men. Every member must 
have a part in this campaign. 


How? 


Full use of the entire Home Mission set-up in 
Presbytery, Synod and Assembly, as well as in 


organizations of the local church. Full use of the . 


Home Mission study season. The study book, 


“While It Is Day,” by Dr. S. L. Joekel, of Austin 


Theological Seminary, lends itself in a splendid 
way to such an emphasis. Mimeographed helps for 
the presentation of the book will be available early 
in September and may be ordered without charge 
from the Educational Department. Full use of the 
regular fall program for men, women and young 
people which will feature the Emergency Fund 
Campaign. Full use of the week of prayer and self- 
denial. Special presentation at fall meetings 0 
Synods, Synodicals and Presbyteries. Special pul- 
pit presentations in every: local church. Real sac- 
rifice on the part of every member. ot 


*Educational Secretary of Assembly’s Home 
Missions Committee. 


| 
of 
C 
se 
wl 
sl 
C 
at 
te 
or 
of 
a 
in 
| 7 gr 
a 
ve 
an 
te 
or 
( 
b 
B 
th 
it 
re 
K 
b 
By cr 
C] 
le: 
fr 
C 
Dp 
he 
vi 
fe 
th 
m 
P) 
fo 
t 
C: 
a 
ba 
t 


on 


mittee 
to en- 
cution 
inclu- 
e Mis- 
issions 
| Pres- 
Cam- 
to the 
mbly’s 
’s and 
; Aux- 
chool; 
sions; 
must 


-up in 
as in 


of the . 


book, 
Austin 
lendid 
ps for 
early 
s=harge 
of the 
young 
Fun 
1 self- 
gs of 
] pul- 
1 sac- 


Home 


Sept. 1942 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL ihe 


Basic Principles Of Presbyterian-Episcopal Union 


By Rev. William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


On June 24th the basic principles for the merger 
of the Protestant Episcopal and the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A. were released. This statement is of 


serious concern to us since we are now negotiating 


with the USA Church looking toward union, and 
since if we consummate union with the USA 
Church we will be taken into this or any other 
merger that body sees fit to consummate. Without 
attempting a full discussion we wish to call at- 
tention to seyeral items in these basic principles. 
First, the fprinciples provide that the Apostles’ 
or the Nicen¢ Creed shall be included in the service 
of the Holy’ Communion ‘as a symbol of the Faith 
“and Unity of the Church.”’ The revival of paganism 
in Europe drove the Confessional Church to the 
great creeds. The Apostles’ and the Nicene Creeds 
are accepted by the World Conference on Faith 
and Order as expressive of the Christian faith re- 
vealed in the Scriptures. In 1938 I found a rising 
appreciation of the creeds all over Europe. If it 
takes a flirtation with the Episcopal Church to 
teach Presbyterians that we are not a Campbellite 
or a “liberal’? but a great credal church some 
good will have come from the flirtation. 
The Apostles delivered a pattern of doctrine, 
a good form of sound words to their churches 


(Rom. 6:17; 2 Tim. 1:13), and there are many — 


brief credal statements in the Word. Indeed the 
Bible is the rule of truth in the large, the Creed 


the same rule of faith in its compressed form. In. 
a day when educators are making a religion out of 


Dewey’s progressive democratic experimentalism, 


it would be a good thing for every congregation to. 


repeat one of these creeds every Sunday. Both 
Knox and Calvin used the Apostles’ Creed in their 
Sunday services. 

It is very misleading to say, ‘‘We are not saved 
by.creeds we are saved by Christ.’”’ These two 
creeds are more richly filled with the things of 
Christ than are most of our sermons, Bible School 
lessons, prayers or hymns. The word creed comes 
from the Latin, credo, I believe. In the Creeds we 
confess the Christ who saves us: in the Nicene, 
Christ in His person, in the Apostles’, Christ in 
His work. | 

Creeds are useful to clear our principles from 
calumnies and mistakes, to own the Gospel, to 
show that we glory in the dwectrines of grace, to 
preserve purity of doctrine from. contagious 
heresies, to test the orthodoxy of ministers, to pro- 
vide the people with a summary of the Christian 
faith adapted to their capacities and so establish 
them in the present truth, to transmit our testi- 
mony to the Gospel of the grace of God to our 
posterity. 

The Creed is a Symbol “of the unity of the 
church”, The Thirty-nine Articles and the historic 
Prayer Book express the same truth of the Re- 
formation as do the Westminster Standards. And 
even where we have detailed differences, as be- 
tween Calvinism and Evangelical Arminianism, a 
Calvinist has more in common with Wesley’s 
articles than with the average “liberal’’ Methodist 
preacher or professor. Our Assembly has petitioned 
the Federal Council to place itself upon the credal 
basis of the World Council in order to stop the 
“liberal” radio preachers of the Federal Council 
from further attacking the most precious things in 
the Christian faith, such as, the Triune God and 
the Divine Christ. These ancient creeds are “a 


symbol of the Faith.” The ancient church under 
the leadership of the Apostles’ Creed marched to 
victory against the entrenched paganism of Rome. 
The Creed is the symbol of the Christian Faith as 
truly as Old Glory is the symbol of the United 
States. Those whom God has counted faithful 
putting them into His ministry owe as much 
honor to the Symbol of the Faith as an American 
officer gives to the symbol of his nation. 

These two creeds state most of the things which 
our General Assemblies have unanimously declared 
involved in our ordination vows, namelv, the Deity 
and humanity of Christ, His Virgin Birth, His 
bodily Resurrection, His Return to judge the living 
and the dead. Moreover, the repeated emphasis in 
the Apostles’ Creed upon His death accords with 
our declaration that He offered Himself a sacri- 
fice to satisfy Divine justice and reconcile us to 
God. And that brings up this question: If it is 
proper for the Episcopal Church to insist as a 
condition of union that the Presbyterian Church, 
U.S.A. use one or the other of these creeds in 


every Communion Service, why is it not proper 
for the Presbyterian Church, U.S. to insist as a - 


condition of union upon the adoption by the united 
church of the interpretation of our ordination 


vows unanimously made by several of our General | 


Assemblies and phrased wholly in terms of the 
Westminster Standards which both Presbyterian 
Churches accept? We shall not make better testi- 
mony to our Saviour by uniting with a larger 
church on ‘a basis that compromises our witness to 
the whole Christ. Secondly, what becomes of the 


Presbyterian deacons and elders in the proposed 


Presbyterian-Episcopal merger? Now our Southern 
Presbyterian Church magnifies both of these offices 


- more than does the USA Church. A. Canadian 


studying our two Presbyterian bodies said that 
the chief practical difference between the two was 
the larger place we gave the deacon. In the USA 
Church the deacon is subordinate to the trustee. 
The trustee manages the business of the Church 
and the deacon only handles a small fund for the 
poor. Often there are no deacons in USA congre- 
gations. This tendency to depreciate the Presby- 
terian deacon is carried further in the merger, in 
fact the Presbyterian deacon is obliterated. The 
word deacon is used in the Episcopal sense to 
describe a licentiate. 

Our Southern Presbyterian Polity follows Thorn- 
well and Peck in regarding the ruling elder as the 
presbyter of Scripture, and ruling as the funda- 
mental task of the Scriptural presbyter. The USA 
Book to some extent follows Hodge who held that 
only the preacher was the presbyter of Scripture 
and that the ruling elder was without authority 
from Scripture or from God, but was only the 
delegate of the people. The present difference 
between our two views can be seen in the fact 
that the USA Church does not require the pres- 
ence of a ruling elder to make a quorum of Presby- 
tery, we do; they do not allow the elder to lay 


on. hands in the ordination of a minister, we do; 


they_do not ordain an elder with the laying on of 
the hands of the session (the parochial presby- 
tery), we do. In the merger this depreciation of 
the ruling elder goes further. He is in no sense 
the equal of the minister. The minister alone is 
the presbyter, which is further described in the 
ordination plans as the priest, And now the ruling 
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elder is to be ordained not by the session, but by 
the preshyter. This degradation of the ruling elder 
is made despite the fact that modern scholarship 


has generally sided with Thornwell’s as against 


Hodge’s interpretation of the presbyter of Scrip- 
ture. Thus, Purves of the USA Church says, ‘‘the 


eldership was not primarily a teaching office. Its 


functions were chiefly disciplinary and executive”’ 
(The Apostolic>Age, p. 94); and B. S. Easton of 
the Episcopal Church says that the Christian 
presbyter like the Jewish presbyter was ordained 
to rule (The Churchman, May 2, 1931, pp. 10-11). 
According to the Bible presbyter and priest are 
two different officers, the presbyter rules, the 
priest offers. sacrifices for sin. But in _ the 
“Catholic” tradition these: two become the same 
office, presbyter is only priest writ large. Are our 
Presbyterian elders and deacons ready to enter a 
union that will deprive them of all right to assert 
Divine and BYblical sanction for their offices? 


Thirdly, the merger provides that there shall be — 


freedom in forms of worship due to the distinctive 
traditions on this subject. Perhaps, the most dis- 
tinctive difference between the three branches of 
the conservative Reformation is right here. The 
Lutherans retained everything in the mediaeval 


cultus that was not condemned by Scripture; under 


Queen Elizabeth the Episcopalians insisted that 
the Church had the right to introduce whatever it 
saw fit into the worship; the Reformed and Presby- 
terians held that nothing ought to be introduced 
into the worship of God but that which the Word 
of God authorized. Thus, our fathers distinguised 
between legitimate and will worship. They sought 
to tread the courts of God’s holy presence only in 
the ways of His ordering. This Presbyterian 
doctrine, that Christ as King has given to the 
Church oracles of ordinances in which He has 
ordanied His system of worship in Scripture, to 
which He commands that nothing be added and 


naught taken away (B.C.O. 10), is amply set forth 


in the Westminster Confession, Catechisms and 
our Book of Church Order. The merger means the 
surrender of this great Presbyterian doctrine of 
the sufficiency of Scripture for worship. It means 
that in the united church there will be services of 
worship that differ by only a hair’s breadth from 
the ritual and ceremonial ~of: Rome. This is the 
surrender of the position of Zwingli, Calvin, Knox, 
and the Scottish Covenanters. 


Now in our Presbyterian Church there is room 
for much freedom or variation in details of worship. 
A minister may be gowned or not, a choir may or 
may not be robed. The service may begin with 
a call to worship, a doxology or a hymn. It may 
or may not include the gloria, the creed, responsive 
readings, response after the offering, or after 
the prayers, a general confession, etc. With the 
wealth of material in the psalms and in the New 


Testament prayers and doxologies there is no 


need for the minister to limit himself to his own 
improvised prayers. Indeed, for Calvin prayer is 
chiefly pleading the promises of God. 


However, our Presbyterian Standards do offer | 


some principles for Presbyterian worship. Among 
these are: (1). ‘‘Religious worship is to be given 
to God, the Father, Son and Holy Ghost; and to 
Him alone, not to angels, saints or any other 
creature’. This rules out Ave Marias. (2). Since 
the fall worship is “‘not without a Mediator; nor 
in the mediation of any other but of Christ alone.”’ 
The covenant of grace was administered under the 
old dispensation by promises, prophecies, sacrifices 
. - - and other types foreshadowing Christ. Under 


the gospel dispensation this covenant of grace js 


administered by “the preaching of the Word and_ 


the administration of the sacraments of baptism 
and the Lord’s Supper.” (C.o.F. VII.v.vi). As 
the throne of David typefied Christ reigning at 
the right hand of God (B.C.O.8), so the Taber- 
nacle and the Temple foreshadowed His High 
Priesthood in the heavenly Tabernacle that God 
pitched, not man. When the antitype has come 
the types pass away. Hence it is no more proper 


_to re-build an Old Testament typical ritual than 


it is to re-establish a Jewish throne of David. The 
Scottish Covenants explicitly condemn the conse- 
cration of earthly altars. According to Presby- 


terian Worship the altar is in heaven where the - 


High Priest offered His one sacrifice for our sings 
to the Father and where He ever liveth to make 
intercession for us. According to Romanism the 
Eucharist is a _ sacrifice for sins, according to 
Protestantism it is the supper of our Lord; accord- 
ing to the former it is celebrated on an altar ina 
church building, according to the latter the supper 
is served from the Table of the Lord; according to 
the former the Priest offers this sacrifice, accord- 
ing to the latter a minister serves a Table. For us 
the Communion is not a sacrifice administered at 
an altar by a Priest, but a sacrificial] meal, based 
on the one sacrifice for sins made once for all by 
the High Priest of our profession, celebrated at 
the Table of the Lord, ministered to the priesthood 
of all believers by teaching and ruling presbyters. 
Loyalty to our Lord Jesus Christ calls on us to 
oppose any plan which diminishes His sole and 
sovereign glory as Prophet, as Priest and as King. 
(3) We worship and pray by the help of the Holy 
Spirit. Thus, worship moves from the Godward 
pole to the Godward pole by the way of Christ. 
By the inspiration of the Holy Spirit Presbyterians 


-seek to worship the true God in the new and living 


way Christ hath opened for us. (4). ‘‘The accept- 
able way of worshipping the true God is insti- 
tuted by Himself, and so limited by His own re- 
vealed will, that He may not be worshipped ac- 
cording to the devices of men, or the suggestions 
of Satan, under any visible representation or any 
other way not prescribed in the Holy Scriptures” 
(C.o.F. XXI.i). As Barth points out in the Gifford 
Lectures, a religious masterpiece is one thing, 
perhaps the Jesuits have wrought out the most 
magnificant masterpieces of religious worship that 
the human mind has ever produced; but the 
obedience of the Christian faith is a different 
thing. Under the Episcopal merger we shall be 
saying that every visible representation that the 
highest Anglo-Catholic can devise may be used in 
our worship: altars, chalices, candles, incense, holy 
water, reservation and adoration of the sacrament, 
genuflections and invocations to the Virgin, pray- 
ers for the dead, et.al. 

I love the old Episcopal Prayer Book, one of 
the great.monuments of the Reformation. And I 
have many dear friends and relatives in the 
Episcopal Communion. However, Queen Elizabeth’s 
position that the Church may introduce into the 
worship whatever she wishes has brought the 
Roman Catholic cult into the Church of England 
and will bring it into our Presbyterian fold under 
the proposed merger. The old Prayer Book speaks 
not of an altar, but of the Table of the Lord. The 
first church built in this country, the Church at 


Jamestown, had a walnut table. But the High 
Church is modifying the Prayer Book and even 


more the ritual until the worship is often only 4 
step from Rome. Are Presbyterians ready to sul- 
render the Reformed Reformation and the Scot 
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tish Covenants by bringing into our Church the 
éanglo-Catholic worship that has the priest, sacri- 
fice and altar of the Roman Catholic rather than 
the minister, supper and table of the Presbyterian? 

The highest function of the Church is to worship 
God and the higher purposes ought to control the 
lower. Why then ought one to bring fundamentally 
divergent forms of worship into a governmental, 
structural uniformity or into an external organi- 
zational unification? Is such an effort not an in- 
version of values, a treating of the lower as more 
important than the higher, a placing of the visible 
above the invisible, the horizontal above the 
vertical, the manward above the godward? After 
all Presbyterians may be expected to remember 
the Presbyterian doctrine of the unity of the 


‘Church. According to our official statements the 


Church is one invisibly and one visibly, and this 
visible unity is not destroyed by either congre- 
gational or denominational divisions. The invisible 


unity is maintained by the presence of the Holy 
Spirit, the visible unity is marked by the preaching 
of the Word and the administration of the sacra- 
ments. We recognize the Episcopalians as truly one 
with us in the Body of Christ by the presence of 
the Holy Spirit in their communion, we accept 
them as truly one with us in the visible manifes- 
tation of the Body of Christ by inviting them to 
preach the Word from our pulpits and to com- 
mune with us at the Table of the Lord. These are 
the Divinely ordained expressions of Christian 
unity. We also rejoice in the essential unity of 
interpretation found in the Thirty-nine Articles of 


the Episcopal Church and in the Westminster Con- 


fession and in our agreement with these brethren 
in the acceptance of the Apostles’ and Nicene 


- Creeds. However, in view of our differences from 


them as to orders and as to Anglo-Catholic worship 
it is an anomoly to set up a governmental uni- 
formity or an organizational unification. 


Running On Our Reserve 


By Rev. Samuel McPheeters Glasgow, D.D. 


A chureh can not run indefinitely on its reserve. 
It must constantly build a new supply or face 
decadence. 

Our Church today is moving on the momentum 
of other days, on its accumulated reserve. That 
reserve has been born of essentially humble and 
sincerely simple godliness: godliness in heart, in 


- home, and in life. 


There are certain elements that have contrib- 
uted to this reserve which we may helpfully re- 
view. First, there is a sincere faith in the thorough- 
going integrity of the Holy Scriptures. A reverent 
approach to the Revelation as the single and only 
infallible and final rule for life, inspired by God. 


Further, there has been an humble acceptance 
of God’s estimate of the tragedy and power of 
Sin. Its devastation can not be over-estimated: its 
power to destroy spiritual interests in human life 
is primary. Thus a constant emphasis is clearly 
found throughout the Scripture. | | 

There has been also a sincere belief, without 
apology, in the Bible estimate of the Blood. The 
Blood, which is the life, marked the sacrifice of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. This sacrifice in which our 
Lord yielded Himself up as the victim, is funda- 
mental to our receiving forgiveness and being ac- 
cepted at'the hands of a holy God. 


Our Church has long held an. intelligent and 


positive approval of the Atoning Sacrifice of-Jesus 
Christ as the rock foundation of our hope. We 
are not speaking of some theory of the atone- 
ment, but rather of the Bible-supported and Bible- 
declared fact of the vicarious, substitutiondry 


atonement of Christ om the cross for sin. Re-. 


peated and inescapable reference throughout the 
Scripture to this cardinal belief, bulwarks every 
believer’s heart and mind. So central has this 
Bible fact, of the vicarious atonement, been in 
our Church throughout its high history that our 


greatest minds and clearest and strongest theo- 


logians have been its humblest and most devoted 
proponents. They have proclaimed it with united 
voice to each recurring generation. So funda- 
mental and controlling has it been in our system 


' of thought that all refinements of Christian belief 


and practical applications of Christian living must 
wait upon its acceptance and operation in the 
human heart. | 

This passion and practice still holds in our 
Church. Much of our leadership is clear and de- 


‘voted therein. Its emphasis, however, is being wa- 


tered down. The view that it must be constantly 
in the center of our faith, is paling. 
We must recapture the primacy of this doctrine 


of the Vicarious Saviour. If we in any fashion 


adjourn this cardinal and controlling Word of 
God our people will suffer tragic loss. Whatever 
we may give them in its place will be inadequate 
and they will gradually and certainly perish. 


, Possibly this picture will make manifest the 
poignant necessity of Christ’s vicarious atonement 
for lost men. High in the mountain lands there is 
a full-flowing abundant spring of clear, pure 
water. Pipe lines carry this Water down to the in- 
habitants living and toiling in the valley below. 
The fathers of the valley were wont to plan and 
build and maintain, as a prime obligation for the 
life that looked to them for leadership, these pipe 
lines. They brought the life-giving water from the 
hills to the people. The community grows, the 
fathers have been caught with the movement to 
equip every house with more than one. spigot, with 
better bathing facilities, and with many refinements 
of gadgets and appliances connected therewith. 
The pipe lines, however, have not been increased 
with the population. Some of the older lines have 
become worn and useless. The flow of water has 
been gradually diminishing. What value is there 
in multiplied and perfected gadgets and appli-_ 
ances in every house if the connections made with 
the spring are failing? If their number and ca- 
pacity is inadequate? | | 

What the people need, yes, what they must 
have in the valley, is water. And in soul values 
what man needs is the Water of Life, that in- 
dispensable essential. 


That there shall be refinement in the application 
of Christ to life, is to be expected and devoutly 
desired. That there shall be improvements and 
definite changes in methods and means, is also to 
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be expected and desired. But there can be no “ap- © 


plications” nor any use of ‘‘methods” and ‘‘means’’ 
unless there is life. And life, spiritual life, comes 
to man from God. This life comes only by the 
work of the Holy Spirit in regeneration. Regener- 
ation comes only to those who believe in Christ 
as He is offered to us in the Gospel; and -Christ is 
offered to us in the Gospel as the Lamb, the slain 
Lamb, the Atoning Sacrifice, bearing the sin of 
the world. ; 

In view of these simple, cardinal facts the 
Church can well continue to address itself with 
primary passion to the clear and winsome procla- 


‘mation of the Gospel of Grace. No emphasis should 


transcend the emphasis we place upon salvation 
the salvation from: sin which men fundamentally 
need if they are ever to find fellowship with Goq 

With more than half of our nation absolutely 
without any semblance of any connection with 
any religious movement, it looks as though the 
pipe lines from the springs of living water are far 
from adequate and that emphasis on gadgets to 
the growing neglect of the life lines can on} 
— in one issue—more people will die of 
thirst. 


Japan Forgot 


To Remember 


By Tom Olson 


In Now 


It is Walter Kierman, International News 
Service staff correspondent, who recalls the Nip- 
pons’ words: “Japan never will forget!’ . 


The earth had stopped rumbling, the gigantic 
waves had receded but weird tongues of flame 
still danced in the ruins of Tokyo and Yokohama 
when that message was received in 1923 by the 
American Red Cross. 

“Japan never will forget!’ 

Almost one hundred thousand lay dead in the 
streets or in the embers of their homes, many 
thousands were homeless, orphaned. Disease and 
despair rode hand in hand through the land. And 
then came a parade of ships. 

Ships from America—ships loaded to the water- 
line with food and clothing and medical supplies 
and volunteer workers. 

“Japan never will forget!’’ 


The American Red Cross did the job, did it with © 


ten million dollars out of the pockets of the peo- 
ple of the United States—people to whom the gol- 
den rule was something more than just a printed 
line on a page. 

The date is written red in Japan’s history— 
September 1, 1923. First the earth quaked and 


trembled, gigantic fissures opened, screaming whole — 


populations tumbled into the yawning caverns. 


Then fire to scourge those who survived the first — 


shock and a tidal wave to add supreme misery. 

Nippon was beaten, desperate, bewildered. It 
seemed as though those who had survived quake 
and fire and water must perish of starvation or 
disease. | 

But they didn’t. The American Red Cross—the 
big heart, of America—saw to that. 

Ten million dollars to save a stricken people. 
Ten million dollars to build a potential world 
power. 

“Japan never will forget!’ 

But despite Japan’s reiterated promise, she did 
forget—or else she is guilty of something worse 
than forgetfulness—that of returning vengeance 
for mercy. | 

For. the surprise attack on Pearl Harbor oc- 
curred while Japan’s emissaries still were confer- 
ring with Secretary Hull. | 

Japan’s sea and air ships brought death to 
thousands. Japan hoped to knock out the Pacific 
bases in the first surprise blow, the navy secre- 
tary said. | 

Word even comes that Japan will yet force the 
United States to its knees to beg for mercy! 


That is sufficient, for the present, on Japan’s 
forgetfulness of past mercies. Let it remind us of 
the possibility of even greater forgetfulness on 
our part. 


The Lord said of His people Israel: ‘My people 
a — Me days without number.” (Jer, 
2:32. 


Despite all His goodness and mercy to them in 


delivering them from the tyrant Pharoah and giv- 
ing them His law, and bringing them into a land 
flowing with milk and honey and raising up pro- 
phets, priests and kings to lead them in His way— 
they forgot Him! 
Despite their reiterated promise, “All the words 


which the Lord hath said will we do” (Exo. 24: 


3-7), they forgot Him! 3 


And what about our attitude toward “the living | 


God, which made Heaven, and earth, and the sea, 
and all things that are therein ... Who has not 
left Himself without witness in that He did good, 
and gave us rain from Heaven, and fruitful sea- 
sons, filling our hearts with food and gladness?” 
(Acts 14:15-17.) 
Have we forgotten the God Who so loved th 
world that He gave His only begotten Son that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but 
have everlasting life? 
“Remember that Jesus Christ of the seed of 
David was raised from the dead, according to my 


gospel,” said the Apostle Paul. (II. Tim. 2:8.) 


_ There are those who are not only forgetting 
i but going on in high-handed rebellion against 

im. 

That God would bring us to our knees in con- 
viction, contrition, repentance, and faith—not to 
beg for mercy but to thank Him for His love and 
mercy already extended. It is the goodness of G 
that “leadeth thee to repentance.” (Rom. 2:4.) 

_ Now is the time to refresh one’s memory, and 
sing: | 


“Then melt my heart, O Saviour, 
Bend me, yea, break me down, 
Until I own Thee Conqueror 
And Lord and Sov’reign crown. 


“Oh, make me understand it, 
Help me to take it in— 
What it meant to Thee, the Holy One, 
To bear away my sin.” 
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Matthew 9:36-38: 
But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved 


with compassion on them, because they fainted, 
and were scattered abroad, as sheep having no 
shepherd. Then saith he unto his disciples, The 
harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are 
few. Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, 
that he will send forth labourers into his harvest. 


‘‘A Humble Prayer” Reads: 


“T knelt, to pray when day was done, 

And prayed: ‘O Lord, bless every one; , 
Lift from each saddened heart the pain, 
And let the sick be well again:’ 3 


“And then I woke another day 
And carelessly went on my way. — 
The whole day long I did not try 
To wipe a tear from any eye. 


“I did not try’to share the load 

Of any brother on the road; 

I did not even go to see 

The sick man just next door to me. 


“Yet once again, when day was done, 

I prayed: ‘O Lord, bless every one.’ 

But as I prayed, into my ear 

Therecame a voice that whispered clear. 


“‘Pause, hypocrite, before you pray; 
Whom have you tried to bless today? 
God’s sweetest blessings always go 
To hands that serve Him here below.’ 


“And then I hid my face and cried, 

‘Forgive me, Lord, for I have lied; 

Let me but live another day 

And I will live the way I pray.’ ” 
—Author Unknown. 


The Moving Multitudes © 
By Mrs. W. Frank Smith* 

American life is characterized by movement. In 
whatever direction one looks there are people 
coming from somewhere, or going somewhere. 
Very few appear to have a fixed or permanent 
abode. People are moving from the farms to the 
towns, from the towns to the cities and from the 
cities to the suburbs. They are moving from set- 
tled communities with established social and re- 
ligious advantages to live in new and strange sit- 
uations often*without churches or moral restraints 
of any sort. 

It is possible that never in the history of our 
country’s settlement, certainly not since the move- 
ment of the restless millions of home-seekers into 
the Middle West fifty years ago, has there been so 
large a migration of families from one section of 
our country to another, as is now taking place, 
and the cause of so much concern to those who 
have the welfare of their fellowmen at heart. 


Because of the mechanization of agriculture, 
where a machine can do the work of many men, 
thousands of tillers of the soil have been forced 
to abandon the farm and seek other employment. 
It is said that in the cotton country one tractor 
can displace seven men, and that the cotton pick- 
ing machine when perfected will displace as many 
more. The machine, the drouth and soil erosion 
have made migrants of at least two million peo- 
ple, mostly ‘“‘native whites’ and descendants of 
the rugged stock that has been the nation’s 
strength. They are now classified as “migrant la- 
borers’? who follow the crops and eke out an ex- 
istence for themselves and families under condi- 
tions far below the American way of life. 


Here -is one of the most pressing home mission 
needs, and one that cannot be adequately met by 
any committee. or agency far removed from the 
people. The Executive Committee makes clear in 
its Annual Report to the General Assembly “hat 
this is a responsibility of the Christian people of 
the community to which these migrants may come, 
remembering that “‘whoever solves the bread and 
butter problems of the unemployed and dis- 
advantaged groups of a nation will win their alle- 
giance and control its destiny.’’ 

For years, even before America’s entrance into 
the world conflict as one of the United Nations 
and the establishment of so many camps and de- 
fense industries, a population movement into the 
Southern States in ever increasing volume was 
under way. The magnitude of the movement of 
these uprooted millions is revealed in the fact 
that one-half of the Presbyteries of our General 
Assembly report camp communities and war in- 
dustries of some sort and the presence of many 


thousands of new people in their midst. 


These pressing unmet ‘needs sooner or later 
reach the Assembly’s Committee. with requests for 
additional workers and for funds with which to 
provide churches and chapels and Sunday School 


equipment. The committee’s perplexity in this sit-_ 
uation will be better understood when it is known 


that the regular home mission income is barely 
sufficient to sustain work already undertaken, and 


which must be made secure before any advance 


can successfully be made into new fields, no mat- 
ter how urgent the need, or how important the 
opportunity may be. 

From the home mission standpoint this popula- 
tion movement within our Assembly presents two 
problems. There are depleted communities and 
weakened churches on the one hand; on the other 
there are overcrowded communities with their un- 


churched multitudes. One is the responsibility of 


caring for the remnants of church membership un- 
able to carry on alone; the other is the responsi- 
bility to provide for the religious needs of multi- 
tudes who are moving into places that do not have 


. ministers and teachers and the ordinary religious 


privileges. | 
In its 1942 Annual Report the Assembly’s Com- 

mittee makes this statement concerning the 

Church’s present home mission responsibility: 


‘‘Whether these new communities are to be per-. 
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manent or temporary, the fact remains that vast 
multitudes of these industrial laborers and their 
families are in immediate need of religious and 
moral help. In scores of places the local churches 
and the Home Mission Committee of the Presby- 
tery cannot touch the fringe of this enlarged re- 
sponsibility and must have aid from the Assembly. 
In the last analysis national defense is a question 
of morale. Nothing sustains morale as does the 
Gospel. Into these new communities come all types 
of commercial evils and devices for family de- 
moralization. The most worthwhile institution in 
any community, whether new or long established, 
is the Christian Church with Christ’s message of 
salvation and faith and courage and restraint.” 

It is this situation that makes the $250,000 
Home Mission Emergency Fund, approved by the 
General Assembly, to be raised in the Assembly’s 
Home Mission Season, so vitally important. The 
home mission work which has been projected must 
be sustained, and provision must be made to take 
the Church into those places where it must be es- 
tablished. These are the two basic services of Home 
Missions, neither of which can be neglected, if the 
Southern Presbyterian Church is to live and to 
grow. 


*Member of the Assembly’s Executive Commit- 
tee of Home Missions, Atlanta. Ga. 


Chen Chwen Sheng 


By Rev. B. C. Patterson, D.D.* 


The Chinese paper, “Tung Wen Pao,” of Oc- 
tober, 1941, has recently reached us. It carries a 
memorial and photograph of Mr. Chen Chwen 
Sheng, one of the most useful and best known 
Chinese Christian workers of this generation. As 
a youth he was a brilliant student, and when at 
fourteen years of age, the time when Chinese 
boys are expected to choose their life’s work, he 


begged his mother-to give him the silver shoe that | 


she had saved to start him in his business career, 
and allow him to use it and continue his studies, 
she wisely gave it to him. — 

Later, as he was teaching school, our missionary 
at Chinkiang, Rev. James Bear, saw him and went 
in and called on him. Mr. Bear was a man of 
transparent sincerity and great kindness, and the 
young man’s heart was won. He came to the Mis- 
‘ sion and taught Chinese. While there his heart 
was won for God by Mr. Bear. 


His chief work was as a writer. Two of his 


books, “The Fourth Watch” and “The Robber’s 
Cave,’”’ were greatly used in early days. His lit- 
erary style proved to the proud scholars that at 
least some Christians were masters of a style that 
they could not surpass, and he used it to clear 
away the barriers of prejudice and hate. 


He was an artist of no mean attainments. The 
writer brought some of his water-colors to Ame-— 
rica, where they were much admired. However, it 
was .as editor of the noted.“‘Tung Wen Pao” that 
he did his best work. The 1767th issue carries his 
memorial. This paper was the child and pride of 
our Dr. 8S. I. Woodbridge. Their lives were joined 
in the editorship of this paper. Mr. Chen’s books 
have gone to “the four oceans.’”’ A noted disciple 
of Jesus and a great man has gone to his reward. 


*Retired Missionary of China, R.F.D. No. 2, 
Staunton, Va. 


Sept. 1942 


- Resolution In Behalf Of 
America And Victory 


Montreat, N. C., Aug. 16.—The following rego. 
lution was unanimously adopted by the largest 
audience of this season here in Montreat this 
morning, when it was presented by Dr. J. P. Mc. 
Callie, Chattanooga, Tenn., who had been appoint. 
ed as chairman of a special committee to draft the 


resolution: 


Moved by the representative of a large group 
of people attending the Southern Baptist Assembly 
at Ridgecrest, N. C., a similar group of people at- 
tending the Southern Presbyterian conference at 
Montreat, N. C., appointed a committee to further 
a movement in our Church to attempt to prevent 
the use and evil effects of alcoholic drinks espe- 
cially upon our young people and upon our military 
forces. There are none of us who have not seen 
this terrible curse with our own eyes and have 
wondered at the tolerance shown toward it and 
its possible effect on victory for America in this 
great war by the Church, by the better citizens 


' outside the Church, and especially by our repre- 


‘sentatives in Government who are responsible to 
the people for victory, from the President, his 
cabinet, Congress down to the last city or county 
officer. | 

We cannot but feel that this tolerance and 
indifference on the part of our representatives in 
Government is due in large part to the attitude 
of the Christian Church, its ministry, officers 
and membership. 

We cannot expect the Government to deprive 
our military forces of alcoholic drinks and reserve 
them for the rest of the people who stay at home, 
or for the workers in 6éur factories producing war 
goods. We believe therefore that we must begin 


any effective cure of this great menace at home, 


in our own midst, by first denying ourselves from 
any use of alcoholic drinks by church members, 
and then by unceasing effort strive to dry up 
the sources of this traffic by government enact- 
ment at least for the duration of the war. 

To this end your committee recommends: 

1. That every pastor and congregation in the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States be urged 
to pray earnestly that our members my rid them- 


~selves of his evil habit of using alcoholic beverage 


in any form, even to the extent of what may seem 
to them a great personal sacrifice; pray for our 
armed forces daily that they be kept free from 
this great evil; pray for our President, his cabinet, 


and Congress that they may submit themselves 


to God and do His will in this matter. 

2. That this matter be brought to the attention 
of the General Assembly’s Committee on Social 
and Moral Welfare with the urgent request that 
they do all they can to further this movement to 
reform in our own Church. oe 

3. That we urge upon our own people that they 
bring this matter to the attention of their own 
congressmen, imploring them to do something be- 
fore it is too late to prevent *«America‘s defeat 


from within by this great curse of strong drink. 


4. That we pledge ourselves here and now to 
continue to do all that we can, each individually, 


-by prayer, by personal conduct, by persuasion, by 


influence, by gifts, and by political action to pre- 


sent the overthrow of our beloved land by drink. 
5. That these resolutions be sent to our Church 
papers for publication and that every other known 
- means be used to aid the cause of temperance In - 
our land. 


Sept. 
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When Is A Christian Not A Christian? 


By Rev. Robert F. Gribble, D.D. 


The farther time carries us from the Pauline 
Churches of the New Testament the more difficult — 
seems to become the question: What is Christi-— 


anity? Doubtless that is the reason why,—farther 
becomes further, so easily! 


Books have been written on the subject, and 


are still being written, that by Rolls (1940) and. 


that by Morrison (1940) being the most recent 


that I have seen: But we need no books to answer 
our question,—no book save The Book. Much ado 
might be settled by stressing this point. Out of 
the maze, one question is to be asked: Where did 


Christianity originate, from what source did it 
come? It is beyond the scope of this paper to 
inquire: Did man originate it? The object here is 
to know the mediate source whence it derives. 
Was Christianity known by that name before the 
time of the Lord? Is it to be found in any litera- 
ture other than the Bible? References by Roman 
historians are’. negligible in this connection. The 
only possible answer is that Christianity comes 
from the Bible. Surely none can gainsay this; but 
on this hangs much. There are “Bible Christians’’: 
can there be non-Biblical Christians? The latter 
seems to be a contradiction in terms, as this article 
purports to show. 


The Bible does make claim to _ supernatural 
origin; but such matter is not the immediate con- 
cern now. Its nature and history argue it beyond 
the human. But apologetics is not the purpose of 
this paper. Speaking in general terms, Christianity 
is doctrine and life according to the Bible. And if 
one asks about a Christian, the simplest possible 
definition is: A Christian is one who accepts the 
Lord Jesus Christ as his personal savior from sin 
and endeavors to live accordingly. This I should 
say is the Christian at. minimum. 


There, is a possible distinction between being 
saved and being a Christian. The Bible nowhere 
states that to be saved one must be a Christian, 
although we are not wrong in taking the two as 
synomymous. It is true that the use of the term 
Christian is surprisingly scarce in Scripture. And 
to be a Christian, means certainly to be saved. As 
an example of what I mean, I cite Abraham: he 
was saved but he could hardly be classed as a 
Christian in the New Testament sense. And babes 
in Christ are saved, though knowing very little 


about Christianity. Also it is entirely possible for - 


an adult believer to be saved without accepting 
the full content of the Gospel. He may know or 
even accept but little doctrine: it is his attitude 
towards the Lord Jesus Christ, and not his dispo- 
sition towards miracles, inspiration, etc., which 
entitles him, on God’s authority, to salvation,— 


this, along with his will to live the Christian prin- 


ciples. We receive such a man into the Church, 
and we call him a Christian. He may not be 
orthodox”; but whatever he lacks of. being a 
grown-up Christian is chargeable to his ignorance 
and not to his antipathy. Stopping at the point 
of confession, his being saved could not be authori- 
tatively challenged. We may have our doubts. But 
there are theoretically. “minimum Christians.” 
(Who wants to be one!). On the other hand, the 
Individual who learns the content of Christianity 
and yet rejects. these as the fundamentals of the 
faith, because they are unreasonable, or antiquated, 


or in his judgment untrue, seems plainly to forfeit 
his claim to Christianity. As to how far he can go, 
or how little he can accept, without jeopardizing 
his salvation, God only knows. 


Over against such cases is the complete Chris- 
tian in the sense revealed in the New Testament. 
There, to be a Christian means to accept the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the full implications of such ac- 
ceptance. Can it mean any less, now? What I mean 
is that Christianity, in the light of the New Testa- 
ment revelations, is a distinctive thing with clear- 
cut tenets. Why else were the Epistles given to 


men than to show this fulness of meaning, and to 
provide for organization and extension on the. 


basis of the acceptance of a system of doctrine 
growing out of and depending upon the elemental 
factors in the beliefs of the earlier “‘men of the 
way,” who without being full-fledged Christians, 
did yet by God’s grace, find themselves in Christ. 
For this, we read such expressions as “decrees,” 
‘truth in Jesus,” “the faith,” “rooted and ground- 
ed in the faith,” noting especially such word as in 


_ found in the end of the Romans letter, “doctrine 


which ye have learned (been taught.”) Some then, 
strictly speaking, fail of being mature Christians 
because they do not know enough, others (ques- 
tionably, and to be referred to later) because 
they know too much! What I am saying is that 
for a saved soul be too ignorant about what Chris- 
tianity involves is one thing; but to be an ex- 
perienced person claiming the Christian name- and 
at the same time being agnostic, or infidel, or 
indifferent, or hostile,—one or all, in regard to 
the Christian revelation, is quite a different thing. 
In the latter case it is hard to believe that a so- 
called Christian is a Christian. To cling to a 
minimum of Christian doctrine, asking how little 
one can accept and still be a Christian, is an atti- 
tude unworthy of a regenerate soul. 


Again, we must remember that a saved person 
does not make a Church nor constitute a safe 
propagator of the faith once delivered. There is 
life to be lived; there are temptations to be met; 
there are vagaries of conduct and of teaching to 
be encountered. There are many forces which may 
easily snatch the seed from the hard ground. To 
have a sure basis for organization there must be 
standards, and these, if Christian, must be ac- 
cording to the Bible. We keep coming back to the 
Bible. There we stand and in that alone. Some 


say that we should have no organization, but_ 


merely believe as did the early disciples, and let it 
go at that. But we reply that there was organi- 
zation in the New Testament times; and people 
who were unindoctrinated believers at the outset, 
were instructed in the way. The New Testament 
stresses this. Again I say, we are gauging our atti- 
tude by the Book: to do less would be to repudiate 


Christianity. | 


I can enter into unreserved Christian fellowship 
with an undeveloped Christian. But when it comes 
to organized Christianity, there must be commonly 
accepted bases, a charter. Standards therefore be- 
come requisite for the course of Christianity in 
the world. For organizational and propagational 
purposes it is required that there be a body of 
recognized truth and standards of approved con- 
duct. This, as above noted, is exactly what lies at 
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the heart, and is the raison d’ etre, of the doc- 
trinal and ethical content of the Epistles of the 


New Testament. It is for this that we require doc- 


trinal subscription of all officers. And anyone can 
see that there must be a uniformity among those 
who represent the Faith officially—a uniformity 
of creedal subscription. So we say that anyone 
can become a member of our Church who con- 
forms to the Scriptural requirements, as _ else- 
where noted; and we heartily trust that such an 
one will come into full stature of belief and con- 
duct, under the preaching of the pure Gospel by 
the Minister, as by the use of the various means 
appointed of God; but we are merely consistent 
in saying that, by those in the orders of the 
Church, there must be an ex animo and plenary 
subscription to the system of doctrine which our 
Church derives from the Bible, and which in its 
cardinal factors all other evangelical bodies ac- 
cept. There can be no real Christian fellowship 


and no organizational relationship with those who > 


deny the historical and Biblical content of Chris- 
tianity. “‘What part hath he that believeth with 
an infidel?” 


We have appealed to the Bible: to the Bible we 
go. If the “disciples were called Christians first 
in Antioch’, we wonder why. If we can find the 
answer to the question then, we shall have the 
answer to the question now. My thesis is that 
Christianity is a manner of belief and life accord- 
ing to the Bible. Our object is not, by the prin- 


ciples of human reason, to decide what Christianity | 


ought to be, but by the records of Scripture, to 
find what it was, and is: no time element enters 
into this matter. 


Those notable folk to whom the name Christian 
was given were people of conviction. For many it 
meant suffering, persecution; and men do not 
stand persecution for vague fantasies. We suppose 
it to have been their conduct that drew attention 
to them, the Roman soldiers stationed at Antioch 
calling them by the distinctive name in derision. 
It will hardly be hazardous for me to suggest 
several items that were vital parts of their belief: 
They were sinners, undone; God loved; the Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Son of God, Savior supernaturally 
came; He died for sin, a vicarious sacrifice. (Years 
before this the Forerunner had certified the man- 
ner and nature of the Savior’s death: “‘Behold the 
Lamb of God that taketh away the sins of the 
world”. And the men of Antioch were indoctrinat- 
ed in the Old Testament Scriptures). In addition 
they knew that their Lord had risen from the dead, 
literally, physically, recognizably. (Here is the 
— point, much misinterpreted, of their words before 
the magistrates, who “took knowledge of them 
that they had been with Jesus.” It was not their 
conduct in winsome and Christlike living, but their 
invincible testimony, by their boldness and readi- 
ness to die for their conviction, that He was 
alive!) And further these Christians of Antioch 
believed miracles, and perforce, the Virgin Birth 
of their Lord. If this seems too liberal a claim for 
the early Christians, I remind thesreader that the 
Apostle Paul was in Antioch. And he vouched for 

ese Dellefs were false: I merely emphasize here 
that they were believed. | 


Again let me say, that Christianity is doctrine 
and life according to the Bible (and in this order, 
though men have tried to reverse it, or to obscure 
the former by stress on the latter). This needs 


expansion. The writer James asks: “Though a » 


man say he hath faith and have not words, cap 
(that) faith save him?” The answer of course is, 
no. By inference, and oppositely, we may inquire 
thus: If a man says that he has works (the good 
life, whether by conduct or by vocal claim), but 
denies the faith, do those works prove him to be 
a Christian? The answer is, no. For even as one 
can claim by actual confession and church mep.- 
bership to be a Christian, and yet be a son of 
Beliel, so one can set forth on the basis of demon- 
strative conduct that he is a Christian, and never. 


theless be a child of Satan. Hypocrisy is readily — 


possible in either case. Let me expand this more. 
It is not difficult for an observer to decide that a 
fellowman is a Christian, judging by the life that 
he lives; yet appearances may be deceiving. Some 
persons may seem to have the spirit of God; but 
the Devil himself could rate as a Christian on that 
score! I cite the Apostle Paul, harassed by certain 
false apostles who actually passed for bona fide 
Christians, but whose spectacle he moralized by 


the thought that “Satan himself is transformed | 


into an angel of light’?! And we recall the record 
of the Lord’s words: “Many will say unto Me in 
that day: ‘Lord, Lord, have we not... in 

name done many wonderful works?’” So, it 
cannot be works alone that count; and a Christian 
walk and conversation do not necessarily argue 
the reality of Christianity in a given case. Again, 
if deeds are the only criterion then the Lord’s death 
is vain; if works be all of Christianity, then there 
was no need for Him to die. Being a Christian 
does require ethical conduct; but the reverse is 
far from true. Nor does having the name, or 
claiming it; automatically confer the grace. I re- 


call a story from Lincoln the lawyer. He said to. 


a witness: “Let us suppose that a cow’s tail is a 
leg, how many legs does the cow then have?” But 
when the witness said there would be five in such 
case, the reply was: “Not at all; calling a tail a 
leg does not make it a leg’’. | 


We will not likely err then, touching the works 
side of what it is to be a Christian: Christianity 
is too well-advertised and too supreme for hesi- 
tation on that score. While Christainity cannot 
claim all of the good that is in the world, yet 
no good is foreign to it. And even Jews acclaim 
our Lord the greatest ethical teacher, as do many 
other non-Christian notables. Life needs no argu- 
ment: it can be seen: and the world knows what 
to expect of the Christian. The trouble is mainly on 
the doctrinal side: to that we shall come .in due 
time. 


Let me stress an order of priority. It is a kind 
of chicken-or-egg-first problem. My answer is that 
the works are second. Doctrine precedes life; 
revelation is before conduct; faith is before prac- 
tice. We can go back as far as Abraham, or even 
Adam. It was because of the inside that the out- 
side became. And whether in regard to life or 
belief, God is the author. It is impossible for me 
to believe what is taught by some as the “melior- 
istic”? idea in morals, viz., that all morality (works) 
is but an evolution, and that there is no absolute 
standard. The original word for conduct, whether 
in Greek or in Latin, has at present an inseparable 
connection with Christianity and the Bible. The 
literal ideas have long since gone. “Custom” by 
man, has not and does not make, nor can it now 
produce, what civilization, at this time, knows 
by the name of ethics. 


It taxes credulity too much to accept the notion 
that a system of conduct which is so diametrically 
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opposed to the common and native tendencies of 
the human race, should ever have been devised by 
nan. And if forsooth, ethics is simply humanity 
on the way up in the scale, on what basis and 
by what logic can one explain the latter-day re- 
vision to barnyard morality which some of the 
resent Benedict Arnolds approve! If it took gen- 
erations Of progressive effort to arrive at mono- 
samy, on what grounds can explanation be given 
for the twentieth century’s atavistic retrogression 


‘on the part of its so-called intelligentsia, to the 
noviciate marriage and the host of other abortions | 


of moral integrity? No; Morals as doctrine, arose 
in God. Because revelation is, morality is. But this 
too is beyond our immediate subject. 


Leaving the practical side we come to the 
particularly doctrinal phase of Christianity. On 
the basis of the former discussion, let us proceed 
here on the assumption that we are dealing with 


the adult Christian, not with the babe in Christ; — 


and we now have in mind Christianity as a system 
of truth derived from and inseparable from the 
Bible, as the basis for organization and evangeli- 
zation, i.e., on broad lines, for ‘doctrine, dis- 
tribution, and discipline’’. And remember this 
system is not man-made; certainly it was not 
devised in post-New Testament times. I do not 
tarry for Biblical apology here. No book in the 
history of human life and thought can, however, 
compare with the Bible, in history, in content, in 
preservation, in persistence, in popularity, even 
though it appears that many look upon it merely 
as a source-book for problematic discussions. In 
passing I may say that it will be found true that 
Christianity alone, and therefore the Bible, of all 
the nine faiths of mankind, has definite allocations 
and specifications of time and of place so necessary 
to an historical religion, such as in the Christian 
faith serve so clearly to differentiate it from all 
the remainder. As I have said elsewhere: Christi- 
anity is the historical faith. I repeat: We are talk- 
ing about what we find, and as we find it. We 


are saying that this and this only is Christianity, 


if according to the Book. And further, to go out 
of bounds again, since man did not devise it, man 
cannot revise it. 


_ Nominal Christians differ about the Bible. That 
Is unquestionable if deplorable, from the evangelical 
standpoint. But neither is this matter, vital as it 
ls, before us now and here. Men say that they do 
not like the Bible’s content: that does not alter 
the case. They may, not believe that which is 
written, they are not compelled to. The Book may 
be unacceptable, it may hurt the pride of man: 


that seems inevitable, seeing man’s inordinate self- 
_ Importance. But with this we have nothing to do. 


We are looking for Christianity. We may neither 
agree nor accept; but what we find, we must take, 
if it is to be Christianity according to the Bible. 
That is our original proposition. It would be as 
preposterous foria man, seeking the beliefs of Mo- 
hammedanism, to refuse the teachings of the 
Korean, as for one searching for Christianity to 
reject the Bible as the basis of his search. : 


As I was saying, it must be quite evident that 
not all pious folks are on that account necessarily 
Christian. There are counterfeits, and there is 
Inertia: these explain much. In the Near East, one 
stopped on /the street and asked if he is a Christian, 
answers: ‘ 
Christianity is not so negative as that. Is it com- 
mon senge,—the matter of charity and of tolerance 
enter here, to call a man a Christian who, 


ertainly: I’m not a Mohammedan”. But 


exercising choice, rejects the authoritative Bible 
as the only source of what we know as Christi- 
anity? When one party denies what the Antiochian 


Christians believed, or,—if one makes any distinc- | 


tion between their beliefs and the modern evan- 
gelical, when one group rejects the Trinity, the 
Lord’s Deity, salvation by faith, the blood atone- 
ment, the literal resurrection, etc., and when oth- 
ers or another group affirm these to be articles of 
the Faith, surely it will not neessitate a Philadel- 
phia lawyer to decide that they cannot both be 
Christian. The only court of appeal is the records. 
For it cannot be too strongly stressed that Christi- 


-anity is an historical faith growing out of and in- 


dissoluble from historical facts that took place 
objectively in the world of history. To deny this. 
is not only to give up Christianity: it is to forsake 
sanity. | 


I can be, and I wish to be, as tolerant as any-— 
one: what I here plead for is integrity of thought. 
When the Apostle Paul rejoiced that the Gospel 
was preached even of envy and strife, by which 
men sought to add affliction to him, he was mani- 


festing tolerance; but when he uttered an anathema — 


against those who preached “another Gospel’ 
(which he hastened to state was “not another,” 
referring to those who denied the true and only 
Gospel) he was simply and necessarily maintaining 
pure Christianity. Neither he, nor any, had or has, 
the right to change or allow it to be changed, and 
retain the name. | 


What I insist on is the thought that Christianity 
is a trade name: it is copyrighted. Therefore none 
has the right to use it who does not employ it in 
the same sense as taught in the source-book from 
which it has been mined. That is, if any scheme or 
system or body of doctrine or manner of life, or 


all combined, omits any vital fact, as being nec- 


essary to Christianity according to the Bible, or 
discredits any clear Apostolic teaching based on 
such fact, then such scheme or system or body of 
doctrine, cannot on any honest procedure, be called 
Christian. There, it seems, should be an end of 
the matter. To show that I am not violently 
partisan, let me say that I am not here stressing 


the historicity of the Gospels, nor the general — 


reliability of the records whether of the Old or 
the New Testaments. Let a man say if he will 


that the Bible is false, that its history is untrue, 


that its doctrines are impossible, its teachings pre- 
posterous. But still let him grant my primary as- 
sumption, viz., that Christianity is a system ac- 
cording to the Bible. Again I appeal to common 
sense, to Consistency, to honesty. What is not ac- 
cording to the Bible is not Christianity. It may be 
beautiful, and attractive, and aesthetic, and appeal- 
ing to the natural man; but it cannot by any 
argument be proved Christian unless it is based 
on, and is in accord with, the only historical and 
original and unique Book which is the one source 
out of which the historical faith called Christianity 
is derived. That ought to be final. 


_ There will be no danger of our missing the 
place where Christianity is found: Christians may 
differ touching its content somewhat; but the 
creeds of Christendom and the evangelical Churches 
should be competent interpreters. Christianity was 


erected on and is written around certain facts. 


These facts, whereas they may be beyond proof 
or disproof by arguments based on present-day 
factors, are yet sufficiently accredited as facts; 
and at any rate, they are in the Bible; and that, 
for our purposes, is sufficient. Along with these 
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facts, and indisseverable from them as the basis, 
certain doctrines were projected. And also Chris- 
tian life was indissolubly associated, and indeed 
impossible, apart from them, and from their pre- 


liminary facts. Now among these facts and. 


doctrines are: God, in all the richness of His 
Scriptural character and Trinity, with the doctrines 
arising from such realities; the Lord Jesus Christ, 
His Son, Virgin-born, Deity, sinless; the death of 
the Savior in regard to sin, interpreted as vicarious 


(and this being true of atonement both in the . 


Old and the New Testaments) ; miracles, as beyond 
human nature, linking the earth and a _ super- 
natural order; the resurrection of this Lord Jesus 
Christ, literal, as being the capstone of the Faith, 
with repeated stress on His return, also literal. 
(In one of the only three times where the word 
Christian is used in the New Testament, Acts 26, 
the argument plainly shows that to be a Christian 
means to accept the resurrection of the’ Savior, 
that fact, as other data, being consonant with the 
Old Testament. To say that the resurrection as 
thus stressed was other than literal is trifling). 


Now all of these data are set down in a body of 
writing which men elaimed not as their.own product 
but as of God. All were components of a Gospel 
which the Apostle Paul maintained was “not after 
man, nor received of men, not taught him save 
by revelation of Jesus Christ”. Gal. 1. These 
factors, while not all plainly taught in the Old 
Testament, are in no sense disparate to its con- 
tents. And here Christianity centers. We may not 
choose it; but whether we accept it or not, the 
name and its content are unaffected. If we utilize 
the name, that which it contemplates is inescapable. 

One may substitute theory for fact, but it will 
not be Christianity. Some may cut out the Virgin 
Birth, but let them not call the resultant Christit 
anity. Eliminate the vicarious atonement, reject 
the literal resurrection, say that He will not come 
again, elaborate a Christianized rationalism; but 
drop the distinctive name Christian. If we eliminate 
its Biblical bases, nothing can make it Christianity. 
It claims to be Divine. We accept it as such. We 
are not ashamed of it: we stand in awe before it, 
in grateful reverence for the God Who gave it, 
the Lord Jesus Christ Who made it possible, the 
Holy Spirit Who brings it to our hearts. Others 
may scoff: we pray, giving thanks for something 
which man did not, could not, would not originate, 
and which he cannot change or destroy. The world 
did not give it; and the world cannot take it away. 

Such is the Gospel, such, Christianity, such, a 
Christian. And now, having found these, I stand 
by them. I have no quarrel with any. I think that 
I am not in the least intolerant, nor uncharitable. 
But as!the pearl of great price, I have found 
Christianity, or have been found by its Lord. It 
may be hard on some who have thought themselves 
Christians. But there is a true faith, and there is a 
sure guide, and there is a reality to Christianity. 
On that, I stand though the heavens fall. There is 
no compulsion: there can be no trimming. There 
is a body of faith founded on this new Testament, 
in turn based upon the Old, the same being once 
for all delivered to those who are saved sinners. 
And such facts and such doctrine as is built on 
these recorded facts are unaffected by time and 
by philosophy and by learning and by science and 
by discovery and by inquiry of man. It is unique, 
_ satisfying, supreme, final. This is Christianity: 


nothing other. There is perhaps much more: there 
is certainly nothing less. And in historic phrase, 
here we stand, God helping us we can do no other, 
—and still claim to be Christian. , 
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Religious News Of The Camps 
By Rev. Dan. T. Caldwell 

“Is the young man Absalom safe?” This was 
cry of anxiety from the heart of a father who 
life was bound up in the safety of his son. Thig 
question is echoed today in the heart of many g 
parent whose son is in the service of our country. 
While they may be far from physical safety, many 
of the service men are safe in the truest sense 
because their spiritual welfare is being cared for 
by 95 chaplains from our Church who are with 
the Armed Forces, stationed throughout the South. 
land and beyond the seas. In many of the camps 
where we have no chaplains from our own Church, 
we are grateful for the interest and splendid eo. 
operation of the chaplains of the Presbyterian 
Church in the U.S.A. and the United Presbyterian 
Church. All of these chaplains are doing what 


many other ministers long to do, and they deserve 


the best our Church can give them of sincere 
interest in their work, and of definite prayer for 
God’s Spirit in their efforts. 

That our chaplains are depending upon the 
Church is shown by the many letters from chap. 
lains: constantly coming to the office, requesting 
the prayers of God’s People. 


“The feeling that my own Church is ‘backing 


- me up’ in this tremendous task is truly encour- 


aging, and the help that comes to me from your 


office from time to time is greater than you may 


ever realize.’’ 


“The hours are long and busy ones, the task 
~ technical and complicated, but if one will do his 


best, the sun never sets but what you feel it isa 
benediction for a much needed job well done. I 
solicit the prayers of you all for those of us who, 
in our humble way, try to minister to as cour- 
ageous and inspiring group of men as ever rode 
on ‘Wings of Steel’ over land and sea.” 


“Thank you for the support and interest of the 
Council, and of our great Church back of you, and 
imploring your constant prayers.” 


“It may be because they haven’t anything else 
to do while on the ship, but there is more interest 
being shown in religious services. I wonder if the 


reason isn’t that they have had more time to 
think. I believe it is. I pray earnestly that all 
America might think through this crisis and come 


to sensible and correct conclusions.” 
; * * * 


“It is new, but fascinating work, and I feel 
fortunate in being able to help the men and at 
the same time make helpful contacts, and talk to 
them in interviews about their churches, their 
ae and both their physical and spiritual well- 

eing. 


“Splendid morale among soldier students. Good 
response by them to religious services ... Very 


busy and enjoying the work! I sincerely trust that 
our Church will launch out in a great Crusade of 
Consecration and Evangelism, in order to keep 
the Source Springs pure and wholesome.” 


Bible Class: What is perhaps the largest Bible 
Class in the U. S. Army is at Fort Sill, Oklahoma. 
It was founded by Chaplain Robert S. Woodson, 
of Hot Springs, Ark., who still conducts it. It be- 
gan in January of this year with a group of eight 


men, and now has an enrollment’of 100, with an 
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average attendance of more than 70 men each 
Sunday. 


Conferences: A conference for chaplains and 
pastors near camps was held at Westminster En- 
eampment, Kerrville, Tex., July 10-11. The direc- 
tor also spoke twice on Sunday, July 12, at Kerr- 
ville. He delivered two addresses before the Wo- 
man’s Auxiliary Training School on July 14 at 
Montreat, N. C.; addressed the Superintendents’ 
(Conference and the Associations of Religious Edu- 
eation Directors on July 17-18 at Montreat, N. C. 
He also presented the work of the Training School 
of Woman’s Auxiliary, Synod of Virginia, on July 
99, at Massanetta Springs, Va. A conference for 
chaplains and pastors near camps will be held at 


“Montreat, N. C., on August 20-21. Dr. B. R. Lacy 
will speak and also lead the discussions. i 


* * 


Churches: Many of our churches adjacent to 
camps are continuing their good work for the ser- 
vice men, and many of those in new camp areas 
are anxious: to undertake some work if funds can 
be provided. .We know that the service men ap- 
preciate what the churches are doing for them, 
and the churches are grateful for the aid given by 
the Council in their programs for the men. One 
of our pastors in Texas writes: “‘Without the aid 


received from the Council, our service would be 


greatly curtailed. Miss Starr’s services are increas- 
ing in effectual contacts ... I do hope the pas- 
tors report the men to you or to us; it is difficult 


and embarrassing to make a man feel welcome 


when he has been in camp more than a year and 


we had not found him.” . ee | 
* * 


“Last night we had over 100 service men at our 
devotional service. Every seat was taken and we 


had to bring in chairs to accommodate them. We | 


never have any difficulty getting as many men as 
we can accommodate. At the party last night we 
had about half a dozen Georgia men, and the rest 
were from above the Mason-Dixon Line, and how 
they did go for that ‘Georgia watermelon,’ which 
was raised in Florida! ... In the devotional ser- 
vice we had wonderful singing, which leads me to 
believe that most of the men came from churches 
up North.” Memorial Church, Columbus, Ga. 


“Hundreds of soldiers and their families wor- 
shipped in the First Presbyterian Church during 
the month of May. On Mothers’ Day every soldier 
who attended morning worship was invited for 
dinner to some home in the congregation, and 


after evening worship on the same day several of 


the mothers who had boys in the service else- 
where, acted as hostesses during the Fellowship 
and Social Hour ... The Woman’s Auxiliary 
continues to make calls upon soldier families, and 
we find that this point of contact is valuable, not 
only to the strangers in our midst, but to the 
Church as well.’”? Hattiesburg, Miss. 
* * * 


“The men are training on increased hours often 
now, and that includes a lot of Sundays. It not 
only becomes harder to see them when they are 
in the field, but also hard for them to visit us. 
However, when’ maneuvers do start, I intend to 
take groups of young people out in my car and 
conduct hymn-sings and short worship services at 
the different bivouac areas in the woods. Nothing 
works out so fine as a song service under the 
stars on maneuvers.” First Presbyterian Church, 
Alexandria, La. 


Negro Work: “We first started our work at this 
base by inviting the soldiers out to church in mid- 
week service. After service we would serve them 
refreshments, and this in turn encouraged them 
to attend church. Then I would visit the camp and 
talk with groups about God’s word, as well as 
their condition. Being near the base, quite a few 
of them visited this town, and I put myself in the 
way to make every contact that was possible. Once 
a month we give a program that is sponsored by 
our young people, and invite as many as we are 
able to serve after our vesper service is over. I go 


every Thursday afternoon at 6:00 o’clock and 


preach, and once in a while we pick up a group 
and go to some of our white churches that they 
‘may sit in on the service I am determined, 
by the grace of God, to do my best for His 
Kingdom. You may count on us.” From one of 
our Negro ministers in Snedecor Memorial Synod. 


*Director of Defense Service Council. 


Prayer For Awakening 


By Rev. R. W. Cousar, D.D. 


A minister once remarked that it was a strange 
fact that nearly everything that everyone else 
prayed for, the Apostle Paul ignored. Also, he 
noted, that what Paul prayed for nearly everybody 


else forgot to include in their prayers. This leads | 


us to the question, how should we pray for a 
spiritual awakening today? When the minds of 
men are distraught with the responsibilities and 
the burdens of war what shall we do who long for 
Christ to be brought to men? When we are in the 
midst of a world, over two-thirds of which is still 
pagan, along what lines shall we direct our prayers 
that the kingdom may truly come? 7 
Where shall the burden of our prayers rest and 
or whom shall we pour out our hearts in inter- 
cession? Certainly we would say that these prayers 
should ascend for the unsaved, and yet, the New 
Testament with a few exceptions, has little to 


affirm about such prayers. Paul prayed for the 
Christ—rejecting Israel of his day with an. almost 
unmatched fervor and devotion, as recorded in 


-- the ninth and tenth chapters of Romans, “Brethren, 


my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, 
that they might be saved.” Again he urges Timothy 


to pray for, “all men’’, for “kings”? and for, “‘all 


that are in authority’. Our Lord in His high 
priestly prayer in the 17th chapter of John de- 
clared “Neither pray I for these alone, but for 
them also which shall believe on me through their 
word, that they all may be one.” It might be said 
and correctly so, that these were, in part at least, 
prayers for the unsaved. The God who wills that 
all men should come to repentance would certainly 
have us pray for the unconverted wherever they 
are. The warrant, however, seems to be by impli- 
cation rather than by direct command. | 
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‘The early Church Christians in Jerusalem seem 
to have prayed largely for fresh courage and bold- 
ness to deliver their-testimony, rather than directly 


for the conversion of the world of unbelievers, 


around them. They seemed eager for the dynamic 


to effectively tell their story and vividly witness _ 


for Him who died and rose again. In the midst of 
threats and attempted intimidations. they very 
earnestly voiced the application ‘And now, Lord, 
behold their threatenings: and grant unto Thy 
servants, that with all boldness they may speak 


Thy word’. (Acts 4:29). It was Paul who re-. 


peatedly asked his friends to pray for him that he 
might be “Given utterance” to boldly proclaim 
God’s message to a dying world. 

The church’s need today would seem to be for 
more boldness and clarity in delivering her message. 
_In short, the need would seem to be not so much 
for the capacity to pray for a needy world as for 
the power to make luminously plain the gospel that 
redeems wayward sinners. What we would like to 
make clear is that the burden of our Lord, the 
burden of Paul and of the rest of the Apostles 
was for the believers, or, the church, if you please, 
that it might be aroused to the light of its privi- 
leges and to discharge the weight of its responsi- 
bility as an effective witness in the world. 

The second great burden of the Apostles was for 
greater reality in their own inner spiritual ex- 
perience. The living water must break forth afresh 
in new surges of blessing if the deadness of the 
parched ground of the soul would bring forth life 
again. To this end the Spirit of God must be re- 
leased with increased intensity within the human 
heart if there would be produced the fruits of a 
living faith. 

Chas. G. Finney in his, ‘‘Revival Lectures”? says 
in his quaint way, “All beings have a right to 
complain of Christians who are not filled with the 
Spirit. You are not doing work for God, and He 
has a right to complain. It is in vain for a minister 
to try to work over your head. Ministers often 
groan and struggle, and wear themselves out in 
vain, trying to do good where there is a church, 
who live so that they do not have the Spirit of 
God. Thus you may tie the hands and break the 
heart of your minister, and break him down, and 
perhaps kill him, because you will not be filled 
with the Spirit’. 

It is small wonder that Paul prayed for his 
Ephesian friends, be strengthened with might 
by His Spirit in the inner. man’. In a similar view 
he pleads for the Colossian Church members that 


they might be “Strengthened with all might accord. 
ing to His glorious power.’”’ He wanted them t 
have a genuine vision and experience of the fact 
“That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith” 
“And to know the love of Christ which passet), 
knowledge, that ye might: be filled with all the 
fulness of God.” Paul’s hunger for his fellow 
Christians was one for reality for knowledge and 
for power. But always keep in mind that it was 
mainly, for the church that he prayed. _ 


Can we believe for a moment that Church men. 
bers would go fishing Sunday morning or pj] 
around in their homes on a hot day reading the 
comic strips rather than to gather in the house 
of the Lord, if they really knew the Spirit of 


- power? If the truths of our Christian faith were 


burning realities then there would be a much 
smaller percentage of ‘“‘fair weather’’, “dull head- 
ache” Christians resting at home Sunday .morn- 
ing, at the hour of worship. Many of them would 
not only refashion their ways Sunday morning but 


. would go where they could teach in an outpost 


Sunday School in the afternoon. They would have 
a genuine hunger to serve somewhere and to bear 
their witness to dying men. They would seek men 


-and women and young people in their daily haunts 


and at their daily tasks in order to win them they 
would 


“‘Weep o’er the erring one, Lift up the fallen, 
Tell them of Jesus, the mighty to esave.”’ 


The greatest burden it would seem, therefore, 
must be for a church not yet half aroused, that 
lacks spiritual insight and a passion to serve. 
There must again be the soul travail that cries out, 
“For I would that ye knew what great conflict | 
have for you, and for them at Laodicea and for as 


many as have not seen my face in the flesh, that 


their hearts might be comforted (braced), being 
knit together in love, and unto all riches of the 
full assurance of understanding, to the acknow- 
ledgment of the mystery of God, and of the 
Father, and of Christ,” (Col. 2:1,2). Would to 
God there might be one such church today fully 
awakened to lead the way with not only a Spirit- 
filled minister, but Spirit-filled members to bear 
the witness with power in your day and mine! To 
this end must we pray! 


*Pastor of the Central Presbyterian Church, 
Chattanooga, Tenn. | 
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THE BOOK OF JONAH 
ry Or Allegory 
By Rev. Daniel J. Currie, M.A.* 

Once I heard a young minister say he was not 
sure whether the Book of Jonah is history or alle- 
gory. I did not ask him why he had doubts, but 
his statement set me thinking. I wonder why he 
doubted. 

Was it because there are in the book miracles 
of a most unusual sort? There are such miracles 
that Jonah was swallowed 
by “a big fish, hale” it is said in the New 
Testament. So far as we know no other man had 
such an experience. Some say that a whale can 
not swallow a grown man. As a matter of fact it 


is known and recorded that a horse was once swal- 
lowed by a whale. Certainly then a big fish could 


have swallowed Jonah. And remember too that 
God “prepared” that fish. Also it is said that 
Jonah lived three days and three nights in the 
belly of the fish and was then emitted alive on 
land. So far as we know he was the only man that 
ever had that experience. And it might be. said 
that Jonah could not have lived three days i 
such close quarters. But the young, both of anl- 
mals and mankind, live for months in quarters 
just as close. But why balk at miracles in this 
book? They are recorded in many other parts of 
the Bible. Further, one who really believes in an 
omnipotent God has no difficulty about believing 
in miracles. 
Did the young minister question the historicity 
of Jonah because as some say “there is no con- 
firmation of the conversion of Nineveh?” If Bible 
statements must be confirmed by human history, 
it is made secondary to secular history. When 
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there seems to be a conflict between secular his- 
tory and sacred history, it is secular history that 


suffers. Belief in the Bible as infallible is not mere — 


redulity but fixed faith on which God’s people 
have ever built the house of their hope. -. : 
The real historic character of Jonah is seen in 


three facts: 
First, II. Kings 14:25 says of Jonah the king: 


‘He restored the coast of Israel from the entering | 


of Hamath unto the sea of the plain, according to 
the Word of God—which He spoke by the hand 
of His servant Jonah, the son of Amittai the pro- 
phet.” The Jonah of this passage is the same 


plainly as mentioned in Jonah 1:1, “Jonah the 


sn of Amittai.”” Two historical characters are 
named in II. Kings, Joash and Jonah, and the 
latter is named again in Jonah. What plainer evi- 
dence is. needed? | 


Second, in Matt. 12:39-41 Christ Himself re- 


fers to Jonah as a real person. The Scribes and 
Pharisees had demanded of Him a sign. He told 
thm that no sign would be given them save the 
sign of Jonah. He said, “As Jonah was three days 
and three nights in the whale’s belly, so shall the 


Son of Man be three days and three nights in the 
heart of the earth.” Jesus here connected a fact 
of past history with a fact of future history and 
Jonah’s being confined in the body of the great 
fish was just as true in the past as was Christ’s 
burial in the years that followed. The meaning of 
the Master’s words is perfectly plain here. 
Third, Christ declared in the same passage, 
Matt. 12:39-41, that the “men of Nineveh—re- 


-pented at the preaching of Jonah.”’ That means 


that real people repented at the preaching of a 


real man, Jonah. No other interpretation can rea- ~ 


sonably be held. | 

Our conclusion is that the Book of Jonah is not 
rie oe 8 but true history as recorded in the Word 
od. 

To question the historical character of Jonah 
need not mean that one is unorthodox as to the 
Presbyterian system of doctrine, but it does indi- 
eate an attitude of mind toward the Word of God 
that is very dangerous, dangerous to the doubter 
himself and also to those he may influence. 


*Stated Clerk of Florida Presbytery. 


BOOK REVIEWS 


The Christian Attitude 
Toward War 


By Loraine Boettner 


Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 


An unusually clear, logical, and realistic pre- 
sentation of a subject of great interest and im- 
portance to every Christian, not only during the 
present world-wide conflagration, but as a guide 
for teaching future generations both in the 
church, the church schools, and the home. | 

As the basis for its necessity, the author out- 


lines the growth of the modern pacifist movement | 


in the Christian world. This movement, while it 
contains many sincere Christians, also shows an 
unduly large proportion of its leaders to be so- 
cialists, humanists, modernists, and many from 


dissident elements in the country who do not even | 
profess to be Christians. It also clearly shows that _ 


while all of the leaders of the movement seek dis- 
armament, the actuating motives are entirely dif- 
ferent. The former believe that armament reduc- 
tion promotes peace, while the latter group desire 


.the country to be defenseless for their own ne- 


farious purposes. 

In presenting the Scriptural teachings con- 
cerning war, the author treats the Testaments 
separately. There is. little pro-pacifist argument 
available in the Old Testament and the mass. of 
evidence shown is conclusive beyond a doubt that 
God recognized the necessity of, and sanctioned, 
some wars. For instance, in establishing the Jewish 


nation, He Personally directed these wars through > 


His prophets, Moses and Joshua. 


The strongest Scriptural basis and the greatest 
argument advanced by the pacifists is Matt. 5:39. 


“Whosoever smiteth thee on thy right cheek, turn 
to him the other also.’”? This verse is interpreted 
to teach that within reasonable limits it is often 
better to suffer some injustice than to demand our 


full rights and precipitate a fight. That Jesus Him- . 


~ did not intend that this verse should be taken 
iterally is proven by His actions while being tried 


by the Sahedrin.*When struck, He did not invite 
further abuse by turning the other cheek, but im- 
mediately rebuked the offender. (John 18:22,23). 
Jesus frequently confirmed the Old Testament as 
the inspired Word equal with and not conflicting 
with His teachings as set forth in the New Testa- 
ment. 

The author clearly brings out that the cause of 
all war is sin, and war itself is but a symptom of 
the sin. Greatest war-causing diseases, of course, 
are the sins of greed and selfishness. We must re- 
cognize this fact and seek to control the symptom 
while we fight the disease. How can this be done? 
The answer is simple. How do we control crime in 
this country? By the legal use of force. The prin- 
ciple of a police force defending the property and 
lives of a city, against lawless elements from 
within, is identical with that of the armed forces 
of a nation protecting the nation from lawless na- 
tions who seek property or rights which do not 
justly belong to them. And so to contro] the symp- 
tom of war, the Christian nations should, in co- 


operation with each other by arbitration, persua- 


sion, or even force, require all nations to refrain 
from acts of war. | 

As for the cure for the sin, the answer is th 
winning of all nations to Christ for when Chris 
rules the heart of man, there can be no greed, 
selfishness or war. 

This book should be a part of every church and 
home library. —Col. D. R. Nimocks. 


The Atonement 


By Dr. Loraine Boettner 


‘Published By Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 


Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $1.00. 

‘It is heartening to one who accepts in his own 
mind and heart the teachings of Scripture con- 
cerning God, man, sin, salvation and especially the 
Plan of Salvation to be brought into contact with 
another who responds in like manner to the Word. 

This reviewer has just had that happy experi- 
ence in reading “The Atonement,” by Dr. Loraine 
Boettner. This is a book consisting of only nine 
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